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savim; oi k ni.oon.
A! the very be'-.-inninp of their «=cp-

r cn. <v.i wish to present to the mem-

ter.j t>f the General Assembly the
claims of class. which, pathetic in
itself and for centuries neplocted, con-

Mini: 1 vitj Ferious nu'iiacc to the

:;i-ti'.: ! 'Tilth and bodily viper of the

TI-o.ee nre our feeble-minded."God's
fools 'if our frank old forefnthers
»;»od to -11 them With these unfor¬
tunates all >f ti5 lia\« heen familiar
i;lnce childhood. Th* "funny old man"
t,nd it;? queer youth The old rrones

who noiiUi iiif ^i the dumps and wan- j
t'.rr hnini mumbling strange thlncs.
fliee» are flpures tlint all of us recall,

T t it Ins only been .'lnce science
ha.- been applied to the study of the
mind that we have come :o view these
tirade fr i .: more than us pitiful.
\V* r.ou- rcallve thnt the mental

from which the feeble-minded
f-v.n'er la not, In appreciable num-
I-' r cf casts, peculiar to the hull-
\ lduttl alone, but !:. part of a depen-
erao which is In th? blood AS'e have
rcn - t uppreelav- the solemn fact that
"as Is the mother, so is the daughter,"
r.nd t: at fi on. pencration to pen**ra- j
lion mental weakness pursues these
unfortunates s an Inherited curse.

Here in Vlrj;la, for example, we

j;ave been aid*, to trace fsmilles almost
iks iv ;.«¦. i able s those "Zeros" whose
Annals constitute ono of the most re-

luurk; ble books o the day. In a Vir¬
ginia county llv< i-dny the children
and grandchildren of a notorious old
l ..in. v ho. himself the offspilnp of n

rtepenerate 11:: married a feeble-
minded woman. 'f this tin' ivcro

born >i.\ i hildr< n. .11 of whom sUlTered
from menial tleif« i.eracy. One of those
was tin mother of four c? lidre. one a
1 tw-piade it!v ual, -or ti: d In Jull at
least twenty vi t'.m-s, nother a crip.
!>!. (! Inibeo:!". rhe other two. daughters,
.both of low murals and minds. Thus
lor three -oi.eration.- this mental
weaktiess ;>i'i.-is-u-d without spar¬
ing a sr.iiclo child ol' 11.is unhappy
union.
lJvperienc lia.s likewise shown that

ili. ft-ebl- -minded re of all the most
j>rolif.e Their children are both many
act! ilvJii--n«-r.".U. Thus, for Instance, in
¦.rwei'.ty-scvt-n almslious.-s <>f the Stalt
ther«; iir <_ tiftv-nliie feeble-minded worn-

.< ii ih< mothers of lis children.scar».:e-
.)y ori" of whom I: normal! And some,

of these women. In tholr tnentnl wealt-
d th. '.i d.-'inavity, have l.vr. the

vivtim.- '-rinie.H un.-p* al;:.hle.
Noi uov.'i the curse «top !¦. « Th se

nuineiiii.;. h Id rcn of fe«M>b- minded
p.u eiits .. > con; t.'\ ,t recruits for our

-lowest class, our er. uiriiil- and worse.
.rJv«n where i !:e operation of the .Men-
'^.aiiiatj ii w. \. it . o: c feeble.-inind''d f>ar-
,i 1, p oriucf. a rerta.ij rmrnber of ohil-
>.u-n who apt>ca- ii' imal, t|. c hi come
the dt nizenB o: the underworld, i

Ml til .' i '^ept H

''I ..'i b'l' -:lT. »ed, Including .-,11
"i'las.v 3 ther aie now 6,000 i.\ the

' x'. e. of these ore In our :i I ins
um.. '-.iiv t<f In our dives, liun-

i 'e'.s ol them v. our jails nncl add
1 r ; '. :> : drunkards. To Jinn-

. ('' thes- ir Virp1vivlns: adequate
pvt. I .:<. ll'jl). < *

I; !ll1w<» allow th»!U to
»-.¦urodi e hind, a-,<1 to do to tile
i rober i f thi:' v. will l.e a burdru
' n '; - t.' \i :. ru-r Cjuletly ar il

. p: 'Snivel- \ve v. a it for t- i.<- aiental taint
,ro spread through society until over-
r i.ine the t:pw id Ifi enc-

. if.e puri oral sap«.i':e strf. ..:.! r n, it:\!'v .n.,\
c : i I w ¦¦¦t ill U n fort una'<»
' 1 ." 1 .ot' t i-d In our

iio-.r rl- ... thf basest
v.j. ..

:*. tl'l 1.0 1 ;. .-!OJ:
t

\ irginla had -r nothiru more re.

.'! *' r i r- -. t: Is j 'em t.\v. a u»r ,-i ;;e
the Stale 1:. -. rd of r v

i ti-.- ;»r < \ iJ. ol
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U'e Should hi.i
i. a I Code ei>v

.i les that e\. y V|n
I; k w h i a . e;t I: for i.r, ... ?. -t t:

"'".ill rn'orninKsi

r rui.tlwi «>' .. ... :
. . within the m xt !. w da. .

oal':-. f.it> ill.'. !, Co!'.- Vi .. ; - j, ,...

. will erupt af-;aln. e

it half the "ii-ills" v.-ere
were announced v terday In .

.'.obbiefc, tho e.ird.- would a v<
"worn »»ut before dinner time.

,cjen*tor Thomas of Colorad<
to linvt rnudo ;i speech In th S«-ni«
iho oth'-r day with unl; - Vice.-l :

^Marshall an auditor. 1'his ooj-h
1C nukf Marshall understand hov
others feel when he talkn.

.irrj^y-1

They have jailed two inen >r; Mary
; tnd known ao Ihe "pink shlr't" twine
)!,-.» onybcoy devlood (iiiitnblo punish
in-:n*. for th«»c velvet necktie arllBtu'/
T

THE GK.M'KAL ASSIIMMLV,
Not s'lnco Hi- duy »-h«n Virginia cnat

off tho shacklcs of carpet-bag rul« have
tho people of tho State looked to tho
meeting of the General Assembly with
more expectant interest. He forms, ions
promised anil long delayed seem near

fulfilment: hopes deferred huvo been
rekindled; 2.000,000 Virginians watch
their representatives assemble to make
tho chart by which, for the next two
years, will be guided the course of tho
Commonwealth.
And the people look with interest,

r.ot only because they expect the Gen¬
eral Assembly to achieve a construc¬
tive record, but because the voters of
Virginia are awakened to the consci¬
ousness of burdens that weigh heavily
and of opportunities that loom large.
burdens that may be removed by the
application of known principles, op¬
portunities that may bo met by earn¬

est endeavor and unselfish labor. Pub¬
lic sentiment, as never in the past,
enlightened and unified, expects the
representatives of the people to meet
the needs of Virginia.

In the same spirit that possesses
them, the people of Virginia look to
tho legislators to do their duty Not
with narrow vision, not with tempor-
izlng diffidence. not with careless dls-
regard of the future. but boldly, con-
s-true lively, and wisely must the Gen-
oral Assembly face Its problems
Of these problems, tho reformation

of our tax laws stands first. Ever
since the new Constitution changcd
certain of our revenue measures, the
people have fell thnt n general rend-
justment of our tax code, hi keeping
with modern ideas of government. Is
Imperative. To-day the sentiment in
behalf of general fiscal reform Is over¬

whelming Chambers of commerce,
farmers' unions, tho professional
classes, college professors. State offi¬
cials.an demand that Virginia be lift¬
ed from the mire of Iniquitous taxation
and set on the high road of progress.

Scarcely less pressing is the demand
for c sound primary law. For better
or for worse, tho people of Virginia,
In common with their brothers
throughout America, seek pure democ¬
racy In the place of strictly represen-
tatlvo government.

Better Informed as to public affairs,
the average voter demands a larger
pai t In government. That democracy
which he seeks can only be had
through a law which will. accurately,
honestly and promptly record his vote,
for any other government than thai j
founded on an honest election law is
but a travesty and a disgrace. And
how fai5 jdiort Virginia Is of such a
law. a cor. pnrlsori of the bill Introduced
by Speaker Dyrd In the Assembly of !
1 Ml:.' with the measure tha finally
passed the Senate, will make plain in
all its unpalatable nakedness.
Of the enabling act we shall not

speak. Upon this issue a vast majority
of the people of the State have ex-
presse 1 their opinion in practical In¬
structions to their representatives.
That Issue is precipitated; its outcome
fx, perhaps, already determined. Argu¬
ment and exhortation, criticism or en-
courngement will not affect ihc result,
Yet, as they cast their votes, wo trust
th" members of Assembly will not
forget that the passage of the enabling
act may mean hitter controversy, long
agitation ami a general assault upon
the maintenance of law. Surely every
man must walk carefully as he seeks
to determine the answer of Virginia of
this question

After these rank a number of other
and by no means less interesting prob-
lens -the. better health of out people
and their instruction in sanitation, the
l.i t.. education of women, the exten¬
sion of primary education, the libera¬
tion of municipal government from the
galling bands of too-strict statutes,
tho commission form of government,
the preservation of our fish and game,
and through wise game legislation tho
protection ot farmers from the ravages
or insects and pests that the birds
destroy; mot': regard for childhood:
:. npI. provision for the feeble-minded;;
workingmen's compensation; the super¬
vision h> the Corporation Commission
ui' street enr companies.all these
problems await the attention of those
w ho to-day tf-.kc oath.

surely those /n-in have responsibility,
opportunity and need for patience un¬
wearying. r-1 but a brief session of six-
ty da..-- a time ti^o brief for the seri¬
ous discussion of many problems-.the
members of Assembly must labor diii-
gently. Vet, handicapped though they
re and burdened with many duties,
high, inspiring sense of duly will

work wonders ii. constructive legisla¬
tion.
The Times-Dispatch welcomes the

."< s mbly and wishes it :in sure. j in
!l>s labor*. T.ook forward, gentlemen,

,d lilt up your eyes to see Vlrginiji's
t'ltuie subordinate faction to fervor,
patt s '.inship t. tc.i iot ism: purif the
iaw of your mother State and

:.thon her statut< ftuihl not for
;t -r to-morrow :».< well, and,

li j ur hearts ot. th-- welfare of Vi:-
in'.i..to work!

MM 1 *TIII It. I IP r,
perturbed »t< who r.rc (-o

1 ". agitated over the sword-r at llinc
f the German t'rown I'rlnee. and are

'. u! "iig in Kin 'i ii':. f. rcbodini H
to «'. |. t may » api.ee when I.e mic
¦'.'Is . tho tlirono, might find let

i ef,j- i.latior < ontempalilng what
i. r.ot happen w i hi father was
ea I i'*i! thereto.
Owing f. the ventilation ei j,;-x the
rr.e ; ..rt ef v!< w' the present crown
inee has rer en11y been utteiing, it

r I edleteti and assumed that v. 1.. i.
vein j- Willlf!:! g<it Into the Imperial

.a.'.- h' *.l >n|d s till I .til a v, 11 1
.t> : "d tun l.'uiope iopsy-turv> Mow

' I.o has been in that saddle ovu
»» qu.-ner of : century, and while

h< ha* spurred the royrl I ..

auliii: ii.to a little dr.'tir at cittlr.c-
the most part.and for th. ir -

i -be h;.a c.onlin i hp ? < f
o t I'.K'i'i ii canter

-". t I i i>. always \\is>l\ reined jp' i ho rt of the brink, ol o' ast.r,iit.-d ,,r |.. . Ipttat'-d * I.ikr t'r.r*...
| l.ke en In youthful exuberance and

.1 r. Hpur.siblllty, it is i easonable to hop.'will prove like lather, like «'¦>! (n m:i-I turt sobcrneBb and responsibility.

I

<>(1 li KUW COMPTIIOI.LRR.
A better beginning for the opera¬

tion of tho new Federal reserve act
could not be made than to nominate
John Skelton Williams, of Richmond,
for tho Important post of Comptroller
of tho Curroncy.
He Is a man who exetnplifleB all that

Is best in Virginia history. Contrary
to the usual rule, he Is not of now
blood, risen overnight through sheer
force of ability, but is of old Virginia
strain.of the stock that made the
Randolphs and the Skeltons great in
another crn.

He Is likewise a man of sterling, con¬
structive character, one who has shown
ability in adversity and lias made a

competence, not by the easy ways of
the rich, but by organizing new indus¬
tries. building new railroads and de¬
veloping the country In which he was
born. Unyielding In his absolute hon¬
esty, untiring and unafraid, he is of
that new Southern manhood that
dreams dreams.and fulfils them.
Richmond solidly indorses Mr. Wll-

liams for this high post. Had ho ask¬
ed foi the support of his friends, every
citizen of Rlctnnond and every Vir¬
ginian would have labored in his be¬
half. But now that his merits.un¬
aided bv political considerations.have
won him this high distinction, we can
do no more than join with the Cham¬
ber of Commerce and the Business
Men's Club In congratulating the
President upon his selection and in
urging the immediate ratification of
his nomination by the Senate.

It Is probable that this will be op¬
posed. If it be so. Mr. Williams should
(And In the hearty indorsement of those
who know him ample compensation for
tho partisan or Ignorant enmity of
etra ngers.
He will be confirmed, however, and

will make the best possiblo o dicer
whom President Wilson could have
chosen for the post.

Jl'DCR RHEA.
Tho reappointment of William P.

Rhea to the Stnte Corporation Com¬
mission will bo generally approved
for the reason that it wus eminently
deserved.
Since his appointment in 1908, Judge

Rhea has chiefly directed tho assess-

meats made by the commission, and I
has shown diligence and judgment in
his work, largely through his efforts,
the assessment of mineral lands, which
was long a farce, has been placed on a

sound and equitable footing. Ry his
endeavors, also, the assessment of rail¬
road property has been Improved and
in some measure equalized. Fully ac-

quainted with the routine or his office
and familiar with the problems lie is
called upon to solve. Judge Rhea he-

gins his second term on the cornmis-
sion with a splendid opportunity for
service.

no .iM.vrv: roii scientists*
A recent list of tv.e tax greatest

Americans, printed in New ^ ork. is
more generous than most catalogues
of fame In that It gives one or the
si<: places to a scientist, Thomas lidi-
son. The other "greatest-' men are
declared to be Cornelius VanderblU.
senior, merchant prince; Abraham l.ln-
coin, statesman; Horace Greeley, jour- .

nalist. and Walt Whitman, poet.
Th > best that can be aald for this

list of greatness Is that it shows the
sinallness of the critic who made it.
Some of the names included are those
of men treat b> the eternal standard,
but Walt Whitman can only bo deemed
great in utter unconvontlonallly.

It is encouraging, however, to find
one scientist listed anions the number.
Accustomed t* Judging greatness by
bat lieu won or parliamentary prowess
displayed, ae seldom appieciate the
faei i hat more of America's present
happiness is ci'ie to her scientists than
to her statesmen. Arc there In Ameri¬
can history seven greater names than
Fulton. Howe, Whitney, Franklin, Edl-
fon, ]'.ell and Walter Reed? Havel
seven men ever made a larger rnntrl-
bution to the progress, the comfort
and the peace of America than these?
We do'.iU it.
Wo may Juege the appreciation of

a rac2 by their tributes to tho men

who make life happier and brighter.
France never gave higher evidence of
her culture than when, by popular
vote in Paris, Louis Pasteur was named
almost unanimously as the greatest
fre nenman sinee the Restoration.
America can give no surer proof of Its
discrimination than when .move the
statesmen and politicians It writes the
names of our scientists.

l'.esl tii* women think they l.ave a

'Monopoly, we beg to submit the follow¬
ing fiyun the formal fashion decrees
>f tho clothing designers of America:
Men's clothes are to contain "just as
lit 11 o cloth as possible to frame the
figure, the same to cling to the form
like tights to the pony ballot." And
if the fairer sex have anything on this,
they can keep It:

what a pity that a man wlt'i Tluer- I
iii'j- blirtf wastes his time playing die-
'.¦.tor when he might play poker!

We have a shrewd suspicion that the
.ilne> who have been ordered to the

squadron off Vera Cruz will not make
th< journey "for their health," as re¬
ported. lait to play the doctor to sun¬
dry .\lr>.a ans sutftUng with chills and
!e\ er

I ' re will be no train on the V.
.'¦ K s turday or Sunday.possibly a
'i. 'i ma< be run from Norton late Sun-
. ! > night The engine is badly In
:.. ed nf r< pali and this time will be
'.;.'.%« i. t-j get the 'iron hoss' In shape,"

t bounces the Wise Virginian, w.htch
. '< s not seem disturbed that happy

V. Im"- will be free from contact with
tiie wicked world over Sunday.
The less -ulng crop of "goatees" in

lb" (h-neral Assembly Is pitiful proof,
ei the passing of statesmanship.
Think of the boon to the aiek

l.i v, ,i.m: theli Hovernor's nanio^lsi'iiikhaiu.bhadcti of l.ydla!

WHAT WAS NEWS
HFTYYEARbAGO
n<

l.ciMn ol h Richmond Mlrauirr.
The steamer Dare, Captain Thomas B.

Sk'.nnor, which was lout on the coast
of South Carolina lam Saturday, wan
owneu in ilus city by the Richmond
Importing and Fxpoi ting Com|iany.
She hit Bermuuu on aunday, tho 3rd

instant, with a number of passengers,
among them CI i ailea Seh roc-tier, UteyBradford and A.. (J. Hudglns, of the
navy; Major Bon W. FlcKlin, State
at;tilt for Virginia, and Mosms. Geoirc
Whitfield, Fat Butler and William A.
Moumcustle, of Richmond. Site liad a
cargo of seventy-five tons, of which
about fifty tons were for tlio Slate
of Virginia, having cost over 2,000
pounds sterrling.
About 6 o'clock Tuesday evening a

Wilmington pilot was taken aboard and
took charge of the vessel, .saying ho In¬
tended to ster for Lockwoo<l'« Folly.'1 lie Dare shghtly scraped the beach at
Baldwin Inlet, anil was thei. steered
along the beacii towards Fort Caswell,taking casts of the lead all the way.At 1 o'clock at night tho pilot thoughtthey had crossed the Wilmington bar
and were within one mile of the fort
and he anchored for the night. When
daylight came It was discovered that
the pilot had mistaken the position
and was three miles from the fort In¬
stead of one, and between them, and It.
were three hiockaders. One of the
hiockaders saw them and gave chaso,the Dare runping to the west. After
running an houi a boat was lowered
and six passengers put off, who were
landed forty-live mile# from Wilming¬
ton, N. iand, finally reached that city.Two other hiockaders Joined in the
chase, and in a short while it was
found that the density of the water in
the Dare's boiler was increasing, and
that she could not 50 two hours long¬
er. It was then decided to beach lier.
Sh" was steered for the South Carolina
coast and there beached. Our cavalrypickets on shore came to tho rescue
and prevented the hiockaders' boats
110m lobbing the Dure of her cargo.A large part of the cargo will be saved.

l.niMi from the Xorth.
The Lynchburg Virginian has North¬

ern papers of the 6th instant from t
which some items of news ate taken:Beast Butler has been placed In chargeot' all Confederate prisoners In theCnlted States and it Is said 30,000 will !be placed at Point Lookout In the
next thirty days.
Archbishop Hughes Is dead. Greathonors were being paid his remains in

New York.
A special dispatch reports that a

large delegation of prominent citizens
of Arkansas had reached Cincinnati,
en route to Washington to arrange for
Arkansas to resume her position in
the Union.
The Governor of Ohio In his annunl

message to the Legislature attributes
the escape of General Morgan to n«g- jllg^nee, due to a misunderstanding be-
tween the civil and military ollicers
of the penitentiary.

After d Furlough.
A Mrs Howard, of Hussell County,'Ala., learning that there was an order jgranting a furlough for the husbands

<ind friends of ladies who should causo
to be arrested any deserter from our
army, succeeded last Tuesday In hav- I
ing two deserters from the army at
Savannah arrested, and they are now
held in custody by Major Howard's
Battalion, at Columbus. Ga. Mrs. Mow-
aid's husband is in General Lee's army.We do not know that there is any such
order on record, hut sincerely hopethis lady's husband, who, we learn, is a
good soldier, shall bo granted u goodlong furlough

t onfrtlfrntr 1'oiigresn.
In the Senate, Sir. Caperton, of Vir-

ginia, from the Committee on the
Judiciary, teported a bill, which was
passed, staying the sequstration of
ee. tain property donated by James F.
Sheppard, an alien enemy, for the sup-
poii of his relatives, Willlajn M Bowles,Richard Bowles and other citizens of
Virginia.

I'.iirollment of Free XegrocK.
In the House of Representatives of

the Legislature a bill was passed yes-tcrday for the enrollment of all male
free negroes of the State between the
ages of sixteen and tlfty years, for
government employ wlu-n called upon.'

I'lt il Iim r moiile Association.
The Richmond Philharmonic Asso- ielation, composed of amateur musicians,

tho meetings of which have been sus-
;>. tided since the commencement of the
war, has been reorganised with the fol¬
lowing officers: Captain Henry Harvey,:
president: C. 12. McCluer, vice-presi¬dent. K 11 Chamberlayne, Jr., secre¬
tary; Krnmet Tyler, treasurer; HarryRhodes, librarian.

From Knoxville.
A letter from a lady in TCnoxville

says: "It was a great disappointment
that Long street did not take Knoxville.
The Yankees sny Knoxville Is more
strongD fortified than Vieksburg ever
was. There is nothing here to sell or
bu> except what the settlers bring in.
(Everything is scarce and high."

Dirrrtorx F.lee'.ed.
At the regular annual meeting of the

stockholders of the Virginia Bank the
following directors were elected for the
ensning vear: James Caskie, Thomas R.'
I'rice, Alfred T Harris, Samuel c.
Tardy arid Alexander Garrett (new).

'I'he FnrmtTH' lliuik.
William H Macfarland. J. 10 Wads-

wort li 10. Wortham, James Dunloo and
A Y. Stokes were yesterday elected
directors of the Farmers' Brink. The.
State's directors have not yet been
appointed

The Siege of Charleston.
Charleston, January 13.. The bom-

bard men of the city lias been contin¬
uous since the last report. The enemy
are now lirlnjr from two uutis Thoshots fired average about ten an hour,
tine hundred and s'xtv shots were
thrown from fi o'clock Tuesday morn¬
ing to 0 o'clock the same evening.

©f ftlke People
Would Ilnve n Closed Season.

To the Kdltor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.It may seem like an extreme

measure, but 1 believe the best thing
the Legislature can do, so far as game
is concerned, is to cut all legislation
short along that line and pass a bill
prohibiting the killing of uny gamuyfor,
say, live years. In that time game
would, no doubt, become plentiful
again, anil wo would he rid of a lot
of worthless dogs that roam over the
country and kill the young game.
Many an old gun, on which no taxes
are paid, would bo so rusty that it
would not be fit for further service,
and many a worthless man. who
rambles over the fields and woods of
others, would have to seek some other
occupation to pass off his time.

W. C. COUSINS.
Nathalie. Va.

Abe Martin

ball an' oyster supper?" No gLrl ever
roformcc} a tightwad.
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A FOREIJW VISITOR'S IMPRESSION OF OUR MUNICIPAL ART.
By John i\ McCutcheon.
lUiiynnliti UfMi Uy Jolui T. kcUutolwoD.l

Views of Our Legislators onVirginia's Needs
Measures Which Will Be Urged in the General Assembly

The Times-Dispatch has add reused to the members of the coming General Assembly a request fortheir views on a number of Important questions that will come beioro tbem. In these columns we printfrom day to day the answers members have forwarded.

(lurntlonn for Our legislator*.
1 Arc you |n favor of making fraud

Hi elections a felony?
2. Do you favor effective laws pro¬

hibiting and punishing attempts to con¬
trol votci s by paying ,h«lr poll taxes
'or th».-m?

3. Do you believe that the judges'
cI,!r ts «". Primary election., 8?,oulJ

O ®PPOl..te<| Uy party committed or

Bovornln'' "nCr ,,rt,vl<!e<l by »»« Jaws'
Bo\ernlng genernl elections? !

i- Are you in favor of taking awav !
. lorn party committees the power to
decide contested primary electioncaser
and placing said contest,, |.
where witnesses can i,'* compeMei to

A. 'I'. UiiPoiii, or Kmjtlir.
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,, r vr* jn'Vl make it H felon v.

»V fl Political jiartv pre-
11?., inominate i!" «'andldat<-s bv prl-It should have tin- ijrlvli.-VrJ ttr

"onoV^eirev^rn I
re,S .V,'f p:iyi"« f<"- holding two or

liould be punished by the courts
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vat!

thai ma?yb2fpV;S: |
?Oirecf'fhK s°methl,»K "Hist be done to

tor iii.stfm':e, a
*'w?dow** or "S?- !

S«h"f w'hose whole property happens
-r K"nM"K!,41upp,j,,ror«j'lrjlj!r;r;i,,s'j|
;.f o°rr!
irty was inherited ever paid o.. ?hc
Lwo f.r *iRe,'ly' ''un c,le Instances of
i i

or three widows who pay some.
Ihinj; like JlOft taxes, while tw° nt\"

:?ris>
mi^U'VTta^ P8y,,,B leA8 thaa:

.""i,,11" K'ving our present effi- t
iint Auditor credit, and Justly mi r,.r

((Mhat iit'i ^°,nK Vhe iaxos
rVrf/i .

present we are pointing with
livlno-

o surplus in the treasury (and
L .

fer° after it. too), iiut wini
is this boasted surplus? ft is not
my new wealth, as a farmer wo Id

cultivation lm"rr>vin-, h,s methods of
'.i\. , 2: ,a manufacturer by i»-
reased efficiency of labor or machln-
r,r\'.0ria m«rehant by more economical
methods of distribution, but it is

i onPev a,rtransf^ "f that much more
,ho Pockets of the .

Itizens to tiie treasury, and that much
'V!re ll,a,) the Legislature that flx< d

assessment intended, for they did
iot contemplate raising more revenue I
.«.'«n .

wol,''l be necessary for the1
Mates expenses for the two years, and 1

the1 an"liin .of. thein when he'voted fori
?. x rate knew that If it

mrt!he0..,0oic<1 "in tho mark<>t value of
>i.« .

a,ul Personal propi rtv In
he State as the present laws provide

:lili»fi f«aJ?»Uryo of. ,he Stftte "PUbi be
'V^'' 'o "vcrflowln* two or three times
.

Still they voted It the same old i

for ,
!<M I',-'K's)atnres have been doing I

on "Vs' '{nowlng that it would !>.¦
-Ollei.ted on only from 15 to 30 per
ent of the actual values In the state
-owl i

(:iuse ,no *'nance Committee
could suggest a better plan in the
sixty days of the sessions.
*..;i ,Vnk thttt on Uic theory of Gen-

i i ,'rant, that "the best way to get

t ?i ai .
,aw ls "trlctly enforce

,l;H' V,'. I>ef,t lTt'HU,.tl{ of Auditor Moore's
ii..

ts been In showing up the in-
.Is ar"' '"Entitles and bringlnu

ibout the profound Interest that ha»
Heen stirred up all over tho State, with
the subsequent demand that something
mist be done for Improvement

i.. and 7. Personally I do riot object
o tlie requirement of payment of noil
(why not make It all?) taxes u« mc-
lequlslte to voting, and to the «iv

jnonths iii advance requirement, which
think, in Itself would prevent con¬

trol of voters, for 1 do not believe
ii,

prospective candidate would pay
he tax of any doubtful voter six
inonths before election, expecting
hereby to control his vote ot the elec*
stMunirPthC. V'y if thfi VMlK<>H ur<> bon-

In.r ? K
law suggosted under head-

,

f> be strictly enforced. I would
io°ni»I requirement as an Incentive
to citizens to pay their taxes, and not
.l" ,a '"cans to keep thoin from votlnir
and would provide strict means of oof-

aucr.d, and where false swearing inaj
b .. punished an perjury?

S- Are you in favor of a law pro¬
hibiting tho judges and clerks from
using tholr Influence at the polls for
or against any candidates at gene rut
and primary elections?

6. What, in your opinion, in the foIu-
tion of the tax question.do you favor
segregation or a central board of equal¬
isation?

7 Uo you favor the enacting of ad¬
ditional legislation facilitating the col-
lection of the $1.&1G.44^.1<0 delinquent
I.oil taxes now overdue three years, ex¬
empting delinquents whobo income is
less tiinr. $T>0 per month

S. I jo you favor any change in th«
fee system? If so, do you think it

lecting the lax, whether the citizen
voted or not, without exeii|ption or ex-
ception, unless possibly, fur seiiti-
mental reasons, the old soldiers.

vS. N'ot with the present schedule of
fees, for many fe»-s are provided for
that no onicer collects, for the reason
that they would rather lose them than
collect them, and to leave these same
fees in effect and require the officers
to collect and lie responsible for Uiem
would work a hardship.

9. If you mean persons who make
a business of lobbying, if there are
such, all rlfcht; but if you mean thattho citizen who Roe» to the Capitol to
represent a single client or communityIn presenting their views on any in-
dividual measures, no. Jf ho present'his arguments in a proper and legitl-
iniiit; mnnner, I do not care whether heis paid for his expenses or time or not.

12. Of course, I think the enabling;act should be passed the first thingand gotten out of the way of other
business, for the people of th* State
are going to keep it in the way. and
prominently so, as It has already been
"In the way" of some candidates, till
It is settled.

Personally, I would prefer that it
should have been a straight State-wide
prohibition bill, and would have voted
for it as che« rfully, but as most people.
seem to prefer to go about it the
otht-r way. I am willing to take pro-
hihition after the people have voted
for it, as they will it' they ever have
the opportunity.
One Important consideration for

every member Is to stand strongly
against the rush that Is going to be
made for the surplus, so called.
Already we see and hear many signs

of It. Liberal appropriation as pos- j
slble, certainly some increase, should
be made for the few remaining old
soldiers; the public schools should have
all that can possibly be allowed them;
the State's educational and charitable
Institutions must be provided for and
their needs supplied to give them the
greatest efficiency and prevent any 1

backward move or damage to property,
but further than this, as well as in
these cases, the greatest care must
lie exercised and economy be the word.
We hear of new offices to be de-

manded, salaries to be Increased, more
judges to be elected, new schools to
be established, etc.

Salaries shoul dnot be increased till
we llnd that the men who now hold
tho positions are not competent, or if
competent will not continue to hold the
offices at present salaries, because com-
incrclal or other business pursuits offer
them better opportunities, and that
higher salaries are necessary to gel the
right kind of men to do the work. In-
crease no salaries just because the
men holding the places are "good fel-
lows" or good politicians and their
"friends" want to see something done
for them. I note that the Finance,
Committee of the Senate has already
decided to rccommend an increaso of
$1 :>.500 for the thirty-one circuit
Judges, although 1 havo not noticed
any considerable rush to give up the
places, and when there are any va-
cancii s there arc always plenty of
candidates. I am aware, too. that
somebody will say that only half of It
comes from the State, .hut the balance
comes from the counties where the
hardship is greater, when two or three
countios must share the expense thai
should be shared by four or live.. It
Is also proposed to Increase the hum- I
her of Judges, although increases have i

boon made at nearly every session, till
the number Is now thirty-one, instead
of twenty-four, that tho Constitutional
Convention thought sufficient. Thirty-
one Judges can and should do all the
work required. Rearrangement of the
circuits and readjustment of tho work
arc what Is needed.
One member in arguing for a new

district claims that before the Inst
session two of the Judges had "agreod"
to a readjustment of tlulr districts to
reliovo tho congestion in an adjoin- i

.1

ought to be entirely abolished or modi¬
fied so as to require (ill f<'« officers t-»
pnj Into the public treasury all foei
collected by them ovei and above cer¬
tain fixed. Just compensation

9. Are you in Tavor of n law re¬
quiring all persona employorl to Influ¬
ence legislation to register with tha
Secretary of the Commonwealth. Mat¬
ing by whom employed and paid and
the amount of their compensation?

10. Arc yuu hi favor of having open
«.« ssions of all legislative committees?

11. Arc you in favor of electing
£i&tc delegates to the national conven¬
tion at a primary election?

12. Are there any other questions
u; on which you desire to express your
opinion?

insr district, and he had prepared u1)111 accordingly, but when he brought
the matter up the friends of one"oftin m had done such effective workagainst the change that he could donothing, am! now he asks to have a
new district made.

Since wlu n did it become necessarythat officials of the State should
"agree" as to what the legislatureshould prescribe as tho duties of an
office or the extent of work or terri¬
tory it should cover?

I also see that some one proposes a
couple of new places in a board of
pardons, with a commissioner at J4.000
and an assistant at $2,500, to do tho
work that has never prevented any man
with the "bee in his bonnet" from
going after the nomination for Gov¬
ernor Wonder how many friends of
prospoctltp candidates for these posi¬
tions will be found working for this
bill?
This "personal friend" lobbying and

legislation has cost the State of Vir¬
ginia more money than all tho paidlobbyists have cost.

Views of the
Virginia Editors
Chnnge Inaugural Date.

Wo have never been able to under¬
stand why the inauguration of tha
Go\ernor -'n Virginia was chunged
from January 1 to February 1,.follow¬
ing the election «of this official, and
what is more, wp have never heard a
good reason, advanced for making tho
change. Certainly it would be better
to have the Governor j?o in ollice tfo>
first day of the 'ear, and especially
ir. this true in those years when the
Legislature meets. Unde* the presont
plan tho General Assembly will ro-
ceivo two messages, whereas if Gover¬
nor Stuart had been inaugurated this
incntli, only one would have been nec¬
essary.Clifton Forgo Review.

TJir Wisdom of lion. Ahr llnrtln.
The Hon. Abe Martin, whose wlso

eayings illuminate the pages of somu
of our exchanges, gives utterance to
the hope that if the women are given
tho ballot, they will exercise a great
deal more care at the polls than they
are wont to do at the altarl
The Hon. Abe also said recently,

with Solomon-like wisdom, "Only tho
brave kin live with tho fair.".Win¬
chester Stnr.

IMglit!
In reply to our query, "Where does

Mr. Taft stand?" tho Columhia Stato
replies: "Not on us, heaven be praised."
Well. If we had been sat on by Gov¬
ernor Cole Bleiiso l'or tho past threo
years, we should feel tho same way
about It.Richmond Tltnes-Dispatch.
Not so.' Times-Dispatch, we would

want nothing less than a Jumbo to
hide our mortification..Radford Ad¬vance

IF you aro In doubt as to any finan¬
cial or banking matter, consult our
officers immediately. They will bft
pleased to advise you.

Cnpitpl and Surplus, 81,<100,000.00.

National State and City Bank


